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and had identified himself with the excommunicated
Otto IV., and the Emperor had fought for him at
Bouvines. Edward III. made another attempt to
gain allies, taking as his basis the Northern League
of John. He tried to combine together the various
interests opposed to France in the north-west; and,
as far as paper alliances went, he was quite successful.
Flanders, as has been already seen, was largely in his
favour, since the war was undertaken principally on
behalf of the revolted cities; and the English king
spared no pains to consolidate this alliance by
flattering the pride of Artevelde. In the modern
Belgium he was connected by marriage with the
Count of Hainault, and the Low Countries were thus
practically united on his behalf. He further
attempted to attach to himself the small independent
principalities lying on the eastern frontier of Flanders
in the basin of the Rhine. Brabant, Cologne, Juliers,
and Guelders entered into alliance with him, and
soon afterwards Edward obtained an office, which
apparently gave him some right to demand the
services of the states of Western Germany. The
Emperor, Lewis IV. of Bavaria, was involved in a
struggle against a rival claimant, Frederic of Austria,
and the latter received the support of the Papacy.
But at this time the '* Babylonish Captivity" had
reduced the Pope to the position of a dependent of
the French crown, and his policy was dictated to
him by the Court of Paris. Edward, therefore, had
little difficulty in inducing Lewis to make common
cause with him against Philip VI. He received the
title of" Imperial Vicar," which seemed to give him